


research. Another example of a new interpretation was Robert Lee's Continuing Education for Adults through the 
American Public Library, 1833-1964 (1966, 5.116), which, read with Margaret Monroe's pioneering work on this 
subject (1963, 5.106), revises earlier treatments. 
 
Other scholars began to investigate public library development in individual states and regions as well as 
particular issues faced by public librarians. The most impressive of the monographs in this genre is Ray Held's 
history of the public movement in California in two volumes (1963, 4.242; listed and discussed in Chapter 4, 
"Predecessors of the Public Library"; and 1973, 5.263), which carries the story to 1917. Important state studies 
in dissertation form include John Colson's study of Wisconsin, 1836-1900 (1973, 5.1080) and Chieko 



Many major studies of large public libraries and good case studies of smaller libraries remain only in 
dissertation and thesis format or have appeared as journal articles. Among these are Jerry F. Cao's "The Los 
Angeles Public Library: Origins and Development, 1872-1910" (1977, 5.265), Stanley Rubinstein's "The Role of 
the Trustees and the Librarians in the Development of the Enoch Pratt Free Library and the Free Library of 
Philadelphia, 1880-1914" (1978, 5.472), and the fine articles of Ron Blazek on Florida libraries, among them, St. 
Augustine (1979, 4.298, listed in Chapter 4, "Predecessors of the Public Library"). 
 
Students of public library history will want to read 



Williams with his statistical study of the 1850-1870 period (1986, 5.219). The opening of new research fronts has also 
yielded fresh insight into women's roles in libraries as demonstrated in Chapter 14 "Women in Librarianship." 
 
Interest in public library history continues, and the past fifteen years demonstrate that, as a phenomenon with a 
peculiarly American stamp, the subject retains its hold on the professional imagination. 
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