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Vote!  
 

Deadline: April 27, 2012 

From the Chair:  
 
The midwinter ALA was very successful for the GLBT Round Table.   
Thanks to Dale McNeill and Sandy Swan, from the Philip Johnson Re-
source Center Library; for organizing a great social, we had a  great 
crowd, good food and a lot of fun with the icebreaker. 
 

For the second year the Stonewall Book Award Committee participated 
in  the ALA Youth Media Awards as the Mike Morgan & Larry Romans  
Childrenôs and Young Adult Literature Award was announced as part of  
the Monday morning event.  It still sends shivers of excitement  through 
me to see our award as part of this event and in the AP release mention-
ing our award with the Newbery and Caldecott winners  and the rest of 
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2012 Over the Rainbow Book List Top Ten 
Recommended GLBTQ books for adults: This yearôs list includes 74 titles published between July 1, 2010 and 
Dec. 31, 2011.  The complete list is at http://www.glbtrt.ala.org/overtherainbow/ 
 
 
Alenyikow, Michael. Ivan and Misha: Stories. 2010. 212 p. Triquarterly/Northwestern University Press. 
$18.95. 978-0810127180. Each story in this collection of short stories revolving around two brothers and their 
Russian father living in New York City is told from a different character's point of view as Alenyikow poignantly 
explores the brothers' attitudes toward their father, each other, and being gay in America.  
 
Bronski, Michael.  A Queer History of the United States (Revisioning American History).  Beacon. 2011. 
312p. $27.95. ISBN: 978-0807044391:  To ñ[examine] history though the lens of those groups whose 
stories have been excluded from the canonò this first book in a series uses primary documents, litera-
ture, and culture histories to cover the dynamics of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender history 
from pre-1492 to the present. 
 
Cruse, Howard. The Complete Wendel. Universe Publishing, 2011. 288p. $24.95. ISBN: 
978-0789322166: Including every episode of this groundbreaking comic strip and its recur-
ring cast of gay characters that ran in The Advocate during the 1980s, this first-time collec-
tion has introductions by Cruse and Alison Bechdel and a new "Where Are They Now?" sec-
tion.  
 
Festing, Issy. The Bird Keeper. Book Guild Limited, 2010. 264p. $21.00. ISBN: 978-
1846244940: When Satchin Rai refuses to take over his father's successful tea business and 
becomes an ornithologist at a bird sanctuary in northwest India, a mysterious British visitor 
to the sanctuary upsets Satchin's world by being so free (and Western) about his life re-
sponsibilities and sexuality. 
 
Hollinghurst, Alan. The Stranger's Child. Knopf, 2011. 448p. $27.95. ISBN: 978-0307272768: When George 
Sawle brings his schoolmate and secret lover, the poet Cecil Valence, home in 1913 to meet his family, the poem 
Cecil writes in George's sister Daphne's autograph book as a result of that visit will have an impact on the family 
that lasts several generations.  
 
Mehta, Rahul. Quarantine:  Stories. Harper Perennial, 2011. 224p. $14.99. ISBN: 978-006202045: In these 
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Larry Romans 
 

Current Position: Head of Government Information an
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unfocussed and would have 
benefitted from one strong theme 
(instead of three) in order to 
prevent the main message from 
being lost, Berna and Matthew 
McNamaraôs illustrations -- 
depicting alien families in outer 
space -- are colorful and 
engaging. 

If one is seeking a picture 
book that depicts family diversity 
or GLBT ̾ M
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Huegel, Kelly. GLBTQ: The Survival Guide for Queer and 
Questioning Teens.  
Minneapolis : Free Spirit Publishing, 2011. Paperback. 240p. $15.99. ISBN: 978-1575423630 . 

Before ñit gets 
betterò was a 
campaign, 
Kelly Huegel 
was living 
proof that it 
does get 
better, and 
she wrote this 
book to help 

teens make it better right 
now.  Her 2003 book has been 
one of the best factual books 
to give a teen who needs 
reassurance and practical 
advice.  Huegel confronts 
myths, explains slang, 
provides checklists, and 
includes comments by real 
teens.   

The pages are laid out like 
a magazine with sidebars and 
text boxes, making the book 
look inviting to almost any 

reader.  If you want ideas on what 
to do when someone makes a 
homophobic joke, when you've 
been outed without your consent, 
when you're trying to figure out the 
dating rules for gay couples or want 
to say ñno,ò or when you need to 
be reminded that you have the 
right to be who you are, this is the 
book.   

Huegel deals with drugs, 
depression, religion, and safe sex, 
and, unlike some books with GLBTQ 
in their titles, this one really does 
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Book Reviews: YA Fiction 
Barnes, David-Matthew. Swimming to Chicago.  
Advance Reader Copy. Valley Falls, NY: Bold Strokes Books, 2011. Paperback. 234p. $13.95. ISBN: 978-
1-60282-572-7.  

Both a coming 
of age and a 
coming out 
story, 
Swimming to 
Chicago follows 
a year in the 
adolescent lives 
of two friends, 
Alex and Jillian.  
In the aftermath 
of his motherôs 

suicide, Alexós anger is 
uncontrollable, with his father a 
particular target.  

When his father starts dating 
the new neighbor, a woman with a 
cruel if largely absent husband, 
matters deteriorate yet further. 
Alex is, however, drawn 
immediately to the womanôs 
teenage son Robbie who, like Alex, 
happens to be gay. Alex has 
recently come to terms with his 
sexuality and the two quickly 
become a couple. Although he has 
found new happiness, Alex 
continues to hold a grudge against 
his father for doing the same.   

In the meantime, Jillian has 

developed a crush on her new 
English teacher, who is, by 
coincidence, Robbieôs stepfather.  
Although he is middle-aged and 
she barely eighteen, they act on 
their attraction and have a tryst 
outside of the classroom, resulting 
in her pregnancy.  When she tells 
his wife of her plight, it is 
revealed that this has happened 
before, and that it is one of the 
reasons they moved in the first 
place.   

Over the course of the year, 
Alex and Jillian realize that they 
had been growing apart and, 
reunited, hatch a plan to get out 
of their small town and head to 
Chicago, the big city, to start a 
new lifeðjust Alex, Robbie, Jillian, 
and the new baby.  Things are not 
meant to be, however, and the 
book takes a shocking twist.   



 

 

When Lance 
and Sergio 
decide to 
meet each 
other offline 
for the first 
time, each 
brings his best 
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Shay, Kathryn. The Perfect Family.  
Valley Falls, NY: Bold Strokes Books, 2010. Paperback. 313p. $16.95. ISBN: 978-1-60282-181-1. 

Kathryn Shayôs The 
Perfect Family is 
the story of a 
Midwestern family 
coping with the 
coming out of their 
youngest son, 
Jamie. The story 
alternates between 
the points of views 
of all members of 

the family, from Jamieôs liberal 
mother, to his conservative father 
and stereotypical jock brother.  

Jamieôs struggle to be accepted 
as a gay teen is interspersed with 
the resulting marital troubles of his 
parents, as well as the spiritual 
conflicts of his Catholic father. 

Although this novel covers 
many elements of coming out that 
GLBT readers might relate to, 
especially those with conservative 
backgrounds, it also struggles with 
stylistic issues that may hinder the 
enjoyment of YA and adult 
audiences alike.  

Throughout the novel, it is 
unclear whether the reader is 
meant to identify with Jamie, the 
teen protagonist, or his parents. 
This, in combination with the 
awkward inclusion of romance 
novel tropes, ultimately feels 
uncomfortable. One example of this 

Dan Savageôs It Gets Better project, 
even Lady Gaga goes totally 
unmentioned. Whatever oneôs 
opinion may be on those icons, itôs 
almost inconceivable to me that a 
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Shawn Vaillancourt , 2011-13 
Chair, Program Planning Committee  
svaillancourt@uh.edu  
 
Danielle Pollock, 2012-2013 
Chair, Over the Rainbow Committee 
coffeespoons@gmail.com  
 
Michael Cart, 2012-2013 
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