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RESOLUTION ON IMPLEMENTING THE 'POOR PEOPLE'S POLICY' 

WHEREAS in 1990 ALA Membership and Council adopted a policy on "Library 
Services To Poor People" (#61); and 

WHEREAS that policy has not been systematically implemented within the 
American Library Association although hunger, homelessness, and poverty 
persist within America and adversely affect the full and fruitful use of 
library resources; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that ALA Council asks the Executive Board to craft a 
Comprehensive implementation plan, including the appropriation of 
necessary staff and other resources, which will be presented to Council no 
later than the Midwinter 2000 meeting; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Board direct all ALA units and divisions to 
report what they may have already done and plan to do to implement the Poor People's Policy, 
this to be accomplished no later than the Midwinter 2000 
meeting. 

-Submitted 
by Sanford Berman, Councilor at Large 

Seconder: Dr. Maurice Freedman 
Councilor at Large 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
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POOR PEOPLE'S SERVICES POLICY RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, The American Library Association promotes equal access to information for 
all persons, and 

WHEREAS, Poor people are affected by a combination of limitations, mcludmg tlliteracy, 
illness, social isolation, homelessness, hunger, and discrimination, which 
create barriers that reduce the effectiveness of typical library service, and 

WHEREAS, The number of poor children, adults, and families in America is increasing, 
therefore, it be 

RESOLVED, That the American Library Association adopt the following policy on Library 
Service to Poor People, modeled on the ALA Minority Policy: 

The American Library Association promotes equal access to 
information for all persons, and recognizes the urgent need to 
respond to the mcreasmg number of poor children, adults, and 
families m America. These people are affected by a 
combination of limitations, mcludmg illiteracy, illness, social 
isolation, homelessness, hunger, and discr im mat ion, which 
hamper the effectiveness of traditional library services. 
Therefore, it is crucial that libraries recognize their role in 
enabling poor people to participate fully ma democratic 
society, by utilizing a wide variety of available resouailable 





POOR PEOPLE'S SERVICES POLICY RESOLUTION/3 

12. Promot mg net work mg and cooper at ion between hbrar ies and 
other agencies, organizations, and advocacy groups m order to 
develop programs and services that effectively reach poor 
people. 

13. Promoting the 1mplementat10n of an expanded federal 
low-mcome housing program, national health insurance, 
full-employment policy, living minimum wage and welfare 
payments, afforable day care, and other programs likely to 
reduce, lf not eliminate poverty itself. 

14. Promot mg among library staff the collect 10n of food and 
clothing donauons, volunteering personal time to anti-poverty 
act ivit 1es, and contributing money to d1rect-a1d organizations. 

15. Promoting related efforts concerning minorities and women, 
since these groups are d1sproport1onately represented among 
poor people. 

APOPTED BY THE 
COUNCIL OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (ALA) 

c;;~h/.~ 
L mda F. Crismond 
Secretary of ALA Counc 11 
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