
THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

WHEREAS, T h e r e  a r e  w i t h i n  ALA e t h n i c  g r o u p s  ( A s i a n  A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r i a n s  

C a u c u s ,  B l a c k  Caucus o f  ALA, C h i n e s e  A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r i a n s  

As . s o c i a t i o n ,  I t a l i a n  A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r i a n s  C a u c u s ,  J e w i s h  

A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r i a n s  C a u c u s ,  P o l i s h  A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r i a n s  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S p a n i s h - S p e a k i n g  

L i b r a r i a n s ,  SRRT C h i c a n o  T a s k  F o r c e ,  LSD A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  

P e o p l e ,  e t c . )  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  s e r v i c e s  t o  r a c i a l ,  e t h n i c  

a n d  r e l i g i o u s  m i n o r i t i e s ,  a n d  

WHEREAS, They r e q u i r e  b i l i n g u a l ,  m u l t i l i n g u a l  a n d  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  

c o l l e c t i o n s  a n d  s t a f f  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  f o r  

a d e q u a t e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ,  and ALA's 

C h a p t e r s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  d i s c u s s i n g  

t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  W h i t e  House C o n f e r e n c e  ALA's c o n c e r n s  

f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  e t h n i c  g r o u p s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  communica­

t i o n  u r g e  them t o  s e e k  w i d e  e t h n i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from t h e  

c o m m u n i t i e s ;  a n d  b e  i t  f u r t h e r  

RESOLVED, T h a t  t h e  d e a f  c o n s t i t u e n c y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i n  g o v e r n o r s '  c o n f e r e n c e . s a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

n e e d s  b e  accommodated by t h e  p l a n n e r s  o f  t h o s e  c o n f e r e n c e s .  

ADOPTED BY THE 

ALA MEMBERSHIP AND COUNCIL 

J u n e  22, 1977 
Detroit, Michigan 
TRANSMITTED BY 

Robert Wedgeworth 
Secretary of the Council 
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MINUfES SRRT MTh1BERSHIP MIETTNG, # 2 DETROIT, MONDAY, JUNE 20, ]977 • 

Chair: Barbara J. Pord 

Majority of meeting tjme was spent discussion/debating the issues surrounding the 
fiJm, "The Speaker", including the resolutions and strategies for their passage 
at the Af,A. membership meeting. 

Motion to endorse resolution sponsored by Nancy Kellum-Rose was moved, seconded 
and after discussion was passed. 

Rick Speer reported on the press conference held by the Black Caucus--who asked 
for withdrawal of ALA' s name from the film, ''The Speaker''. 

Nancy Kellum-Rose spoke up against the resolution passed by SRRT membership (6/17/77) 
which was censuring the OIF and specifically the _Director. Considerable "heated" 
discussion ensued around this issue. 

Motion to reconsider resolution passed at SRRT membership meeting 6/17 /77 was n,ovec.l, 
seconded and passed. 

After much discussion/debate, the following motion was passed: 

SRRT moves to withdraw Af,A. membership resolution #6 at this time in order to focus 
the attention of the ALA membership on the primary task of insuring that the name 
of ALA is withdrawn from sponsorship of ''The Speaker". 

Several resolutions were then introduced on a variety of issues for endorsement by 
the SRRT membership : · 

Resolution submitted by Task Force on Alternatives in Print was referred to SRRT 
Action Council. 

Resolution proposed by Gay Liberation Task Force concerning gay rights was moved, 
seconded and passed for endors~nent by the SRRT membership. 

Motion by David Cohen, Task Force on Ethnic materials information exchange, to 
endorse resolution proposed by Clara Jackson on prejudice, stereotyping and dis­
crimination, ALA Council document #5, was moved, seconded and passed by the SRRT 
membership. 

Resolution for ALA membership and Council submitted by the Merritt Fund Trustees, 
was endorsed by the SRRT membership. 
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On motion by Alice Ihrig, seconded by Alphonse Trezza, it was 

VOTED, That the ALA Council adopts CD #49: RESOLlITION ON 
GAY RIGHTS - Exhibit 13, CD #55: RESOLlITION ON PREJUDICE, 
STEREOTYPING AND DISCRIMINATION - Exhibit 18, CD #63 & 
MD #14: RESOLlITION TO INCLUDE TilE LEROY C. MERRITT HUMANITAR­
IAN FUND IN THE ALA HANDBOOK OF ORGANIZATION AND WITH MEMBER-· 
SHIP SOLICITATIONS - Exhibit 19~ MD #8: RESOLUTION ON ETHNIC 
GROUPS AND THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE - Exhibit 20, and 
MD 112: COMMENDATION TO BOOKLIST FOR ITS EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF 
FEMINIST PRESS MATERIALS - Exhibit 21. 

The original motion included CD #49: Resolution on Equal Access to Infonnation, 
but was omitted by Council's request (see pp 9-10). 

TilE SPEAKER 
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