
ACTION REPORT #13 

WHEREAS The American Library Association-Social Responsibilities 
Round Table Task Force on Women is concerned with 
the status of women in the library profession; and 

WHEREAS Varied and diverse sources of data describing 
the employment, wa ges and working conditions of 
librarians which exist in scattered surveys, 
reports and other documents are incomplete and 
often out of date, and 

WHEREAS No such definitive and regular study has been 
undertaken WHEREAS WHe W H A L A T j 
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Council Minutes Page 9 1972 Midwinter 

Helen M. Brown, chairman of COPES was recognized in order that she 
might tell the Council that the Executive Board has under considera 
tion a program for minority recruitment submitted by the Advisory 
Committee on Recruitment, for which the Illinois State Library has 
secured LSCA funding in the amount of $145,000, and which a 
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for publishers or librarians to determine 
the acceptability of a book on the basis 
of the personal history or political affilia­
tions of the author. A book should be 
judged as a book. No art or literature 
can flourish if it is to be measured by 
the political views or private lives of 
its creators. No society of free men can 
flourish which draws up lists of writers 
to whom it will not listen, whatever 
they may have to say. 

4. There is no place in our society 
for efforts to coerce the taste of others, 
to confine adults to the reading matter 
deemed suitable for adolescents, or to 
inhibit the efforts of writers to achieve 
artistic expression. To some, much of 
modern literature is shocking. But is 
not much of life itself shocking? We 
cut off literature at the source if we 
prevent writers from dealing with the 
stuff of life. Parents and teachers have 
a responsibility to prepare the young 
to meet the diversity of experiences in 
life to which they will be exposed, as 
they have a responsibility to help them 
learn to think critically for themselves. 
These are affirmative responsibilities, 
not to be discharged simply by prevent­
ing them from reading works for 
which they are not yet prepared. In 
these matters taste differs, and taste 
cannot be legislated; nor can machinery 
be devised which will suit the demands 
of one group without limiting the free­
dom of others. 

5. It is not in the public interest to 
force a reader to accept with any book 
the prejudgment of a label characteriz­
ing the book or author as subversive or 
dangerous. The ideal of labeling pre­
supposes the existence of individuals 
or groups with wisdom to determine 
by authority what is good or bad for 
the citizen. It presupposes that each 
individual must be directed in making 
up his mind about the ideas he ex­
amines. But Americans do not need 
others to do their thinking for them. 

6. It is the responsibility of publishers 
and librarians, as guardians of the 
people's freedom to read, to contest en­
croachments upon that freedom by in­
dividuals or groups seeking to impose 
their own standards or tastes upon the 
community at large. It is inevitable in 
the give and take of the democratic 
process that the political, the moral, 
or the aesthetic concepts of an in­
dividual or group will occasionally 
collide with those of another individual 
or group. In a free society each in­
<fo•iu.ual is free to determine for him­
self what he wishes to read, and each 
group is free to determine what it will 
recommend to its freely associated 
members. But no group has the right 
to take the law into its own hands, 

and to impose its own concept of 
politics or morality upon other mem­
bers of a democratic society. Freedom 
is no freedom if it is accorded only to 
the accepted and the inoffensive. 

7. It is the responsibility of publishers 
and librarians to give full meaning to 
the freedom . to read by providing books 
that enrich the quality and diversity of 
thought and expression. By the -exercise 
of this affirmative responsibility, book­
men can demonstrate that the answer 
to a bad book is a good one, the answer 
to a bad idea is a good one. The freedom 
to read is of little consequence when 
expended on the trivial; it is frustrated 
when the reader cannot obtain matter 
fit for his purpose. What is needed is 
not only the absence of restraint, but 
the positive provision of opportunity 
for the people to read the best that 
has been thought and said. Books are 
the major channel by which the intel­
lectual inheritance is handed down, 
and the principal means of its testing 
and growth. The defense of their free­
dom and integrity, and the enlarge­
ment of their service to society, re­
quires of all bookmen the utmost of 
their faculties, and deserves of all 
cit izens the fullest of their support. 

We state these propositions neither 
lightly nor as easy generalizations. We 
here stake out a lofty claim for the 
value of books. We do so because we 
believe that they are good, possessed 
of enormous variety and usefulness, 
worthy of cherishing and keeping free. 
We realize that the application of these 
propositions may mean the dissemina­
tion of ideas and manners of expres­
sion that are repugnant to many per­
sons. We do not state these proposi­
tions in the comfortable belief that 
what people read is unimportant. We 
believe rather that what people read 
is deeply important; that 
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Library Association-Social Responsi­
bilities Round Table Task Force on 
Women is concerned with the status 
of women in the library profession; 
and Whereas varied and diverse 
sources of data describing the employ­
ment , wages, and working conditions 
of librarians which exist in scattered 
surveys, reports, and other documents 
are incomplete and often out of date; 
and Whereas the ALA date; e 
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