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Programming for Advocacy
Purpose: Since the rise of the coronavirus, there has been an increase of harassment and
anti-AAPI hate incidents towards Asian American and Pacific Islander individuals. This portion
of the toolkit is to assist library workers in creating and facilitating programs that will help create
a space and educate AAPI and non-AAPI library members on how to be advocates and allies
for their AAPI community members.

Program Description: Advocacy Training with Right To Be (formerly Hollaback)

According to Stop AAPI Hate, there have been approximately 10,905 hate incidents reported
against Asian American and Pacific Islander individuals between March 2020 to December
2021. These incidents vary from verbal harassment to physical assaults with verbal harassment
making up 63% of incidents. Women have reported 61% of hate incidents while reports from
non-binary AAPI individuals have been shown to experience shunning (21.4%), being coughed
on (13.9%), denial of service (8.3%), and online harassment (12.1%) in comparison to AAPI
men and women.

To combat anti-AAPI harassment, partner with Right to Be and create a library program to teach
community members how to safely enact bystander intervention tactics as a response to
harassment against AAPI individuals.

Recommendations:

1. Present it as a Zoom webinar to minimize interruptions.
2. Require attendees to register in order to receive the Zoom link
3. Set aside additional time to encourage participation and questions from your community

and find another staff to help with chat conversations and questions.

Additional Resource:

● Let’s Talk

Program Description: Speaker Panel and Author Talks

Create a platform for AAPI voices by presenting author talks or panel discussions with local or
nationally recognized AAPI leaders and authors to discuss current events and their creative
content.

Alameda County Library’s Social Justices Services presented a panel event: Standing Up to
Racism: A Chat with Asian-American/Pacific Islander Leaders and Activists in May 2021. The
panel featured five Asian American Activists and local leaders in the county and discussed the
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https://stopaapihate.org/
https://righttobe.org/partner-with-us/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/TT-Lets-Talk-December-2019.pdf
https://youtu.be/cuasP9A5m2Q
https://youtu.be/cuasP9A5m2Q




https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/TT-Lets-Talk-December-2019.pdf
https://smithsonianapa.org/learn/not-a-stereotype/


○ Articles to use as examples:
■ What Is the History of Anti-Asian Discrimination in the United States? A

Timeline
■ What AAPI Heritage Month is and how to celebrate it

○ Questions

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/history-anti-asian-discrimination-united-states
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/history-anti-asian-discrimination-united-states
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/history-anti-asian-discrimination-united-states
https://thehill.com/changing-america/respect/diversity-inclusion/552321-what-aapi-heritage-month-is-and-how-to-celebrate
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/glossary-terms/education-glossary-terms
https://arts-campout-2015.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2019/02/AORTA_Facilitation-Resource-Sheet-JUNE2017.pdf
https://courageousconversation.com/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/TT-Lets-Talk-December-2019.pdf
https://perception.org/research/implicit-bias/#:~:text=We%20have%20a%20bias%20when,them%20without%20our%20conscious%20knowledge
https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/resources-for-talking-about-race-racism-and-racialized-violence-with-kids/
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/race-talk-engaging-young-people-in-conversations-about
https://smithsonianapa.org/learn/not-a-stereotype/
https://smithsonianapa.org/learn/not-a-stereotype/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://www.teenvogue.com/tag/race-and-ethnicity-in-america


https://youtu.be/_FQhGgFO3hA
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/TT-Lets-Talk-December-2019.pdf
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/for-teachers/
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/Engaging%20Multilingual%20Communities%20and%20English%20Language%20Learners%20in%20U.S.%20Libraries%20%20Toolkit_1.pdf
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/Engaging%20Multilingual%20Communities%20and%20English%20Language%20Learners%20in%20U.S.%20Libraries%20%20Toolkit_1.pdf


Programming Best Practices Resources

Purpose: Programming best practices are ever changing, in this section you will find
resources that help programmers and other library workers to provide thoughtful,
culturally informed programs.

● Going Beneath the Cultural Iceberg to Communicate With Your Community

● Skills for 21st Century Librarians
○ ALA convened a task force of twelve leaders in libraries and library education to

explore how library programming skills can be taught in library degree programs
and professional development training.

○ Cover topics like Lesser Taught Programming Skills

● Event Planning ≠ Program Planning: Teaching

○ Explains the difference between “program planning” (i.e. content, program name)
and “event planning” (i.e. logistics, supply needs, location, accessibility.)

● SOAR Analysis: 16 Questions to Improve Your Community Engagement
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https://programminglibrarian.org/blog/going-beneath-cultural-iceberg-communicate-your-community
https://www.ala.org/tools/programming/21stcenturyskills
https://programminglibrarian.org/blog/lesser-taught-programming-skills-evaluation-financial-skills-and-creativity
https://programminglibrarian.org/blog/event-planning-%E2%89%A0-program-planning-teaching-event-planning-skills
https://programminglibrarian.org/blog/soar-analysis-16-questions-improve-your-community-engagement


Resources
Section Summaries

● Advocating for Funding and Challenges: Gives an introduction on challenges you may
encounter when trying to do AAPI programming, including lack of funding, how to
educate fellow library workers and resources on how to help you handle those.

● AAPI Mental Health: Between the uptick in hate crimes that have happened to AAPI
individuals since the beginning of the pandemic and other barriers (i.e. language,
available resources), AAPI Mental Health has become an important topic. This section
includes program examples to help libraries support AAPI mental health.

● Programming for Advocacy: Gives examples in creating and facilitating programs that
will help create a space and educate AAPI and non-AAPI library members on how to be
advocates and allies for their AAPI community members.

● Historical and Contemporary Issues: There are many barriers that AAPI community
members face in every aspect of life. This is an introduction into issues that AAPI have
faced beyond the recent rise in anti-AAPI hate.

● Programming Best Practices: Topics like race and culture are complicated. These are
some considerations to have when mcφ het® re a c hs) oo

https://www.goodreads.com/user/show/134310327-talk-story-apala
http://www.apalaweb.org/awards/literature-awards/
https://smithsonianapa.org/learn/
https://righttobe.org/
https://stopaapihate.org/discussing-racism-educators-guide/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/TT-Lets-Talk-December-2019.pdf
https://www.apalaweb.org/talkstorytogether/resources/apala-youth-literature-evaluation-rubric/
https://www.oregon.gov/Library/libraries/Documents/OLA%20EDI%20Toolkit/OLA_TOOLKIT_Digital_Copy%202021_02_11.pdf
https://www.apalaweb.org/talkstorytogether/
https://www.imls.gov/grants/grant-programs
https://aapifund.org/report/anti-racism-and-intersectional-justice-fund/


■ US Department of Education: Asian American and Native American
Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions Program

■ Federal Grants
■ State Libraries often offer opportunities for grants

● Example: PA State Library
○ Challenges

■ American Library Association
■ Public Library Association
■ State Libraries

● Example: ME State Library
● AAPI Mental Health



https://smithsonianapa.org/learn/not-a-stereotype/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/history-anti-asian-discrimination-united-states
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/history-anti-asian-discrimination-united-states
https://thehill.com/changing-america/respect/diversity-inclusion/552321-what-aapi-heritage-month-is-and-how-to-celebrate
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/glossary-terms/education-glossary-terms
https://arts-campout-2015.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2019/02/AORTA_Facilitation-Resource-Sheet-JUNE2017.pdf
https://courageousconversation.com/
https://perception.org/research/implicit-bias/#:~:text=We%20have%20a%20bias%20when,them%20without%20our%20conscious%20knowledge
https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/resources-for-talking-about-race-racism-and-racialized-violence-with-kids/
https://centerracialjustice.org/resources/resources-for-talking-about-race-racism-and-racialized-violence-with-kids/
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/race-talk-engaging-young-people-in-conversations-about
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/race-talk-engaging-young-people-in-conversations-about
https://smithsonianapa.org/learn/not-a-stereotype/
https://smithsonianapa.org/learn/not-a-stereotype/
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://www.teenvogue.com/tag/race-and-ethnicity-in-america


● Historical and Contemporary Issues

○ The Bamboo Ceiling
○ Let’s Talk
○ Asian Pacific American Heritage Month Resources List
○ Engaging Multilingual Communities and English Language Learners in U.S.

Libraries
● Programming Best Practices Resources

○ Going Beneath the Cultural Iceberg to Communicate With Your Community
○ Skills for 21st Century Librarians
○ Lesser Taught Programming Skills
○ Event Planning ≠ Program Planning: Teaching
○ SOAR Analysis: 16 Questions to Improve Your Community Engagement
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https://youtu.be/_FQhGgFO3hA
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2019-12/TT-Lets-Talk-December-2019.pdf
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/for-teachers/
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/Engaging%20Multilingual%20Communities%20and%20English%20Language%20Learners%20in%20U.S.%20Libraries%20%20Toolkit_1.pdf
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/Engaging%20Multilingual%20Communities%20and%20English%20Language%20Learners%20in%20U.S.%20Libraries%20%20Toolkit_1.pdf
https://programminglibrarian.org/blog/going-beneath-cultural-iceberg-communicate-your-community
https://www.ala.org/tools/programming/21stcenturyskills
https://programminglibrarian.org/blog/lesser-taught-programming-skills-evaluation-financial-skills-and-creativity
https://programminglibrarian.org/blog/event-planning-%E2%89%A0-program-planning-teaching-event-planning-skills
https://programminglibrarian.org/blog/soar-analysis-16-questions-improve-your-community-engagement

