
TOUGH TOPICS
Inspiring Conversations in Difficult Times

Kindergarten 
through

Grade 2

This booklist was created by the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), a division of the American 
Library Association (ALA). Titles on this list were selected by members of ALSC’s Quicklists Consulting Committee. 
For more booklists, please visit www.ala.org/alsc/booklists. © 2019 American Library Association

Adoption

Gaston
By Kelly DiPuccio, Illus. by Christian Robinson 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2014. 40p.

Gaston is a bulldog puppy who doesn’t look 
quite right in his poodle pack, but learns that 
love is what makes a family.

Home at Last
By Vera B. Williams,  
Illus. by Chris Raschka and Vera B. Williams
HarperCollins, 2016. 32p.

Lester is happy when he is adopted by Daddy 
Albert and Daddy Rich, however at night he 
finds he cannot fall asleep because he is alone 
and wonders when he will feel truly at “home.”

Just Right Family:  
An Adoption Story
By Silvia Lopez, Illus. by Ziyue Chen
Albert Whitman & Company, 2018. 32p.

Meili thinks that getting a puppy would be 
better than a little sister. The whole family 
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Yard Sale
By Eve Bunting, Illus. by Lauren Castillo
Candlewick, 2015. 32p.

With her family downsizing from a house to 
a small apartment, a young girl reminisces 
about the items she is saying goodbye to at 
their yard sale.

Illness (Catastrophic)

Cancer Hates Kisses
By Jessica Reid Sliwerski, Illus. by Mika Song
Dial Books for Young Readers, 2017. 40p.

A child sees her Mama fight cancer like a 
superhero, and joins in the fight with kisses, 
hugs and love.

The Remember Balloons
By Jessie Oliveros, Illus by Dana Wulfekotte
Simon & Schuster, 2018. 48p. 

Through metaphor, this sensitive picture book 
explains memory loss associated with aging 
and diseases such as Alzheimer’s.

Immigration

Carmela Full of Wishes
By Matt de la Pena, Illus. by Christian Robinson
G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers. 2018. 40p. 

Carmela has lots of wishes on her birthday, 




