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Abuse Act and some drug crimes. The bill also contains no restriction on using Section 
702 communications as evidence in civil and administrative proceedings. And it contains 
no limits on the use of Section 702 communications outside of the courtroom -- for 
instance, to initiate or further an investigation. 

 
● Increase criminal penalties for unauthorized removal of classified information. The 

bill would reclassify the misdemeanor of unauthorized removal of classified information 
as a felony offense, and it would increase the maximum penalty from one year to 10 
years. This change is both unnecessary and incongruous when viewed in the context of 
other laws. The U.S. Code already contains several criminal provisions that carry 10-
year sentences in cases where classified information is removed and disclosed to 
people unauthorized to receive it. Removal without disclosure is clearly a lesser offense, 
and it makes no sense to treat it with the same severity. Changing the offense to a 
felony would also remove a bargaining tool for the Department of Justice when 
attempting to obtain plea deals in leak cases. 

 
The FISA Amendments Reauthorization Act would make Section 702 worse. We urge you to 
voice your opposition to this bill and instead, to support the meaningful reforms included in other 
legislative proposals.3  
 
Sincerely, 
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