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States.1	The	FISA	court	required	corrective	action	to	limit	the	use	of	this	information,	
but	Sen.	Ron	Wyden	(D-OR)	has	recently	asked	the	administration	to	publicly	clarify	
whether	the	government	uses	Section	702	for	this	purpose.2	
	

● Section	702	has	been	used	to	collect	information	completely	unrelated	to	its	targets.	For	
example,	a	





4	

American,	it	can	still	keep	that	information	for	years	and	use	it	for	purposes	that	have	
nothing	to	do	with	the	foreign	intelligence	purpose	for	which	the	information	was	
collected.	

	
	
Thus,	Section	702	poses	serious	risks	to	privacy.	Intelligence	officials	argue	that	Section	702	is	
an	important	foreign	intelligence	tool.	But	the	question	is	not	simply	whether	Section	702	yields	
useful	intelligence;	it’s	whether	useful	intelligence	could	be	gathered	in	a	manner	that	intrudes	
less	on	the	privacy	of	innocent	citizens.	The	answer	to	the	second	question	is	yes.	Critical	
privacy	reforms	are	both	necessary	and	possible.	
	
With	the	sunset	only	4	months	away	–	and	no	reform	bill	introduced	at	this	time	–	we	strongly	
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