
 

 

March 16, 2016 

 

President Barack Obama 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Obama: 
 

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, write to express our deep concern regarding efforts 

by the Department of Justice to undermine legislation in the last Congress that would have 

strengthened the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and likely are continuing to undermine FOIA 

amendments proposed by this Congress.1 We urge you to repudiate the positions taken by the Justice 

Department and instead publicly and unequivocally endorse the bipartisan FOIA Improvement Act, 

which was unanimously passed by the Senate on 

http://bit.ly/1TLiNgz
http://bit.ly/1RA29Ki
http://1.usa.gov/1SoNNCx
http://1.usa.gov/226jHVZ
http://1.usa.gov/1pmD2Vh


 

 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the enactment of the Freedom of Information Act. We hope you 

will join us during Sunshine Week, created in celebration of public access to information, in declaring 

your support for the legislation. 

 

For more information, contact Patrice McDermott, Executive Director of OpenTheGovernment.org, at 

pmcdermott@openthegovernment.org, Anne Weismann, Executive Director of Campaign for 

Accountability, at aweismann@campaignforaccountability.org, or Daniel Schuman, Policy Director at 

Demand Progress, at daniel@demandprogress.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Access Now 

American Association of Law Libraries 

American Civil Liberties Union 

American Library Association 

American Society of Journalists and Authors 

American Society of News Editors  

Association of Alternative Newsmedia  

Association of Research Libraries  

Bill of Rights Defense Committee  

Campaign for Accountability 

Center for Media and Democracy 

Center for Responsive Politics  

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in 
Washington (CREW)  
Constitutional Alliance 
Data Coalition  
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