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¶ Corporate/Champion Members count was down by 10 members. Small and very small 
library membership is down. The combined count of Medium, Large, and Very Large is 
stable.  

 
Membership Campaigns 
 

ALA Membership and NMRT initiated a membership campaign resulting in an increase of 

approximately 300 members. 

http://www.ala.org/membership/ala-personal-membership
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2018/01/ala-joins-wk-kellogg-foundation-observance-national-day-racial-healing
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2018/01/ala-joins-wk-kellogg-foundation-observance-national-day-racial-healing
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/diversity/-%20Proclamation-NDORH-2018.pdf
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/diversity/libraries-respond/dayofhealing
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2017/12/ala-seeks-proposals-2018-2019-diversity-research-grant


http://www.ala.org/advocacy/spectrum/20th-anniversary


http://www.ala.org/aboutala/affiliates/affiliates/aila
http://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/denver-colorado-tribes
https://2018.alamidwinter.org/travel/local-information
https://sites.google.com/view/diverselyowneddenver/home
https://www.eventscribe.com/2018/-Midwinter/fsPopup.asp?Mode=presInfo&PresentationID=332431
https://www.eventscribe.com/2018/-Midwinter/fsPopup.asp?Mode=presInfo&PresentationID=332431
https://www.eventscribe.com/2018/-Midwinter/fsPopup.asp?Mode=presenterInfo&PresenterID=382363
https://www.eventscribe.com/2018/-Midwinter/fsPopup.asp?Mode=presInfo&PresentationID=336207
https://www.eventscribe.com/2018/-Midwinter/fsPopup.asp?Mode=presInfo&PresentationID=336045
https://www.eventscribe.com/2018/-Midwinter/fsPopup.asp?Mode=presInfo&PresentationID=336045


 5 

committee's work, swap stories, and share resources pertinent to serving this 
community. Sunday, February 11, 2018. 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Colorado Convention 
Center, Room 106 

¶ CLC 2018 & the Spectrum Scholars Joint Fundraising and Social Event. Saturday, 
February 10, 2018. 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Hyatt Regency, Denver Convention Center, 
Monarch Presidential Suite. Cost: Free and all are welcome! 

                                
 
 

Office for Government Relations  
(OGR) 
 
Senator Reed Leads Introduction of Museum and Library Services Act (MLSA) 
 
Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) led the bipartisan introduction of the Museum and Library Services 
Act (MLSA, S.2271) in late December that would reauthorize the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services (IMLS) through 2023. Cosponsoring the legislation with Sen. Reed were 
Senators Susan Collins (R-ME), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Thad Cochran (R-MS) and Lisa 
Murkowski (R-AK). ALA President Jim Neal was quoted in the press release issued by the 
Senators upon introduction of the bill. The MLSA is similar to the 2010 reauthorization that 
expired in 2016 but makes needed improvements to provide greater tribal access to grants and 
allowances for disaster preparation and response. Since the bill was introduced, four new 
cosponsors have been added to the list: Jon Tester (D-MT), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), Roger 
Wicker (R-MS), Chris Coons (D-DE), and Tina Smith (D-MN). ALA will be active in supporting S. 
2271 in 2018. 
 
Senators Introduce Bill to Close Gap in Tribal Broadband Access, Quote ALA President   
 
Senators Martin Heinrich (D

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/12/senators-introduce-museum-library-services-act/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2271?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22museum+and+library+services+act+of+2017%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/press-releases/heinrich-heller-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-increase-high-speed-internet-access-in-indian-country
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/press-releases/heinrich-heller-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-increase-high-speed-internet-access-in-indian-country
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/tribal-connect-act-bringing-broadband-tribal-lands/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2205?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22tribal+connect+act+of+2017%22%5D%7D&r=1
http://ala.org/nlld
http://ala.org/nlld


https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/s1997/text/is
https://www.eff.org/pages/backdoor-search
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/12/keep-pressure-congress-protect-net-neutrality/
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/12/weeks-activities-save-net-neutrality/
https://www.reed.senate.gov/news/releases/reed-urges-fcc-to-abandon-plans-to-repeal-net-neutrality
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/12/fcc-vote-continuing-fight-net-neutrality/
http://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.everycrsreport.com%2Freports%2FR43992.html&t=YjUzNDk3MTExZGI5MTU4ZTI2OThiMjRmNTIyYjBhMDVkNDA3N2EyYixIRE9JMk9qUA%3D%3D&b=t%3AKMlLl9GOPd0Y9ROFg2ygww&p=http%3A%2F%2Ftumblr.fightforthefuture.org%2Fpost%2F168537771863%2Fajit-pai-is-going-to-lose-net-neutrality&m=1
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/ala-policy-corps
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2017/10/ala-president-calls-applicants-newly-launched-ala-policy-corps
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2018/01/ala-president-announces-12-member-cohort-newly-launched-ala-policy-corps
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/advleg/nlld


http://www.districtdispatch.org/2017/12/inspiring-girls-csedweek/
http://www.aspirations.org/
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Librarians and Educators Encouraged to Report Challenges  
 
In December and January, OIF Assistant Director Kristin Pekoll worked with state intellectual 
freedom committee chairs to solicit and encourage librarians and educators to report challenges 
to the Office for Intellectual Freedom. Each chair or chapter leader was asked to distribute an 
email to the state chapter members or use other listservs and social media to ask for reports. 
Responses have been received from over 30 states which will be included in OIF's challenge 
database and reflected in the Top Ten Most Challenged Books list released during National 
Library Week in April. 
 

 
Public Awareness Office  
(PAO)  
 
This is a snapshot of Public Awareness Office activities for December 1, 2017-January 21, 
2018. 
 
Media Relations 
 
More than 2,000 articles mentioned ALA during this reporting period. Most coverage (81 
percent) was positive and focused on ALA initiatives. Approximately 17 percent of coverage was 
neutral and consisted of brief ALA mentions, including event calendar notices, or mentions 
within author references. Less than two percent of coverage positioned ALA negatively and was 
fueled by the association’s position regarding censorship, book banning, and internet filtering. 
Total circulation rate was more than 1 billion. (Circulation rate is calculated using the number of 
articles/mentions multiplied by the monthly unique visitors for each media outlet's website.) 
 
Libraries Lead  
 
ALA President Jim Neal participated in interviews regarding the value of library service and 
expertise of librarians and library workers, including a response to a blog post highlighted by 
USA Today that ranked the profession of librarianship within the top five “dying professions.” 
Although USA Today did not publish a Letter to the Editor from Neal, the article itself fueled 
interest from other publications. Neal’s response could be found in Publisher’s weekly and 
Inside HigherEd. Neal also was featured by AARP in an article entitled “5 Up-and Coming Part-
Time Jobs.”  The article was posted to the AARP website, which receives more than 22 million 
visits per month, and the print version which will reach approximately 23 million.   
 
Book Banning and Censorship  
 
PAO assisted ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) in responding to various book banning 
incidents in New Jersey and Texas Prisons, as well as the removal of the book “Hate you Give” 
in Katy, Texas. OIF Director James LaRue was quoted in NewsWeek, The New York Times, 
and AOL News.  
 
  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/economy/2017/12/28/americas-25-dying-industries-include-sound-studios-textiles-newspapers/982514001/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/industry-news/libraries/article/75742-the-week-in-libraries-january-5-2018.html
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/01/05/reports-libraries-demise-based-flawed-jobs-data-are-greatly-exaggerated
https://www.aarp.org/work/job-search/info-2018/promising-part-time-jobs-fd.html
https://www.aarp.org/work/job-search/info-2018/promising-part-time-jobs-fd.html
http://www.newsweek.com/civil-rights-book-banned-new-jersey-new-jim-crow-aclu-first-amendment-774086
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/07/us/banned-books-texas-prisons.html
https://www.aol.com/article/news/2017/12/05/texas-school-district-bans-critically-acclaimed-young-adult-nove/23298009/
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Notable Coverage  
 
PAO assisted ALA President-Elect Loida Garcia-Febo in developing a bilingual press release 
announcing her tour of hurricane-damaged libraries in Puerto Rico. Garcia-Febo produced 
several Facebook Live posts as well as participated in interviews with American Libraries, 
Library Journal and a host of local media.   
 
National Library Week Honorary Chair Misty Copeland  
 

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2018/01/american-library-association-president-elect-tour-puerto-rico-libraries
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2017/12/acclaimed-author-ballerina-misty-copeland-serve-2018-national-library-week
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2017/12/acclaimed-author-ballerina-misty-copeland-serve-2018-national-library-week
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/2018-national-library-week-poster
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/2018-national-library-week-poster
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/nlw-60th-anniversary-poster
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/nlw-60th-anniversary-poster
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/misty-copeland-poster
https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwdance/article/Dancer-Misty-Copeland-to-Serve-as-2018-National-Library-Week-Honorary-Chair-20171212
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/latest-links/misty-copeland-serve-national-library-week-chair/
http://nnpa.org/essa/acclaimed-author-ballerina-misty-copeland-to-serve-as-2018-national-library-week-honorary-chair/
http://nnpa.org/essa/acclaimed-author-ballerina-misty-copeland-to-serve-as-2018-national-library-week-honorary-chair/
http://www.ala.org/news/mediapresscenter/presskits/jumanji-psas
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Web and Social Media Update (December 1, 2017-January 21, 2018) 
 
Librariestransform.org website and social media statistics 

¶ Pageviews: 15,483; Unique pageviews: 11,303; Average time on page: 1:23; 
Downloads: 1,158 

¶ #LibrariesTransform used on Twitter a total of 1,882 

¶ Libraries Transform posts on Twitter and Facebook (ALA and I Love Libraries accounts): 
338,566 Impressions; 4,768 Engagements; 468 Clicks 

 
Ilovelibraries.org website and social media statistics 

¶ Pageviews: 41,952; Unique pageviews: 36,715; Average time on site: 2:21 

¶ Facebook: Impressions: 1,011,744; Engagements: 20,215; Clicks: 11,579; Total fans: 
105,375 

¶ Twitter: Impressions: 174,624; Engagements: 1,652; Clicks: 184; Followers: 45,256 
 
ALA Social Media statistics 

¶ Facebook: Impressions: 1,851,886; Engagements: 18,727; Clicks: 10,765; Followers: 
187,494 

¶ Twitter: Impressions: 2,282,471; Engagements: 26,794; Clicks: 5,715; Followers: 
170,640 

¶ Instagram: Followers: 29,925; Likes: 8477; Comments: 92 

¶ LinkedIn: Impressions: 63,045; Engagements: 450; Clicks: 197; Followers: 19,615 
 
Sample Posts 
 
December 11 Facebook post:  Libraries Transform through lifelong learning, discovery, and  
digital literacy—new video and audio PSAs available from one of the stars of Jumanji! 
http://bit.ly/psa-jumanji  See Jumanji in theaters this Christmas!  
 
December 12 Twitter post:  Modern libraries rely on the internet to collect, create and 
disseminate online information and services to the public. We can't afford to be relegated to 
"slow lanes" on the internet. Tell Congress libraries need #netneutrality - 
http://ala.org/takeaction  
 
January 17 Twitter post:  Libraries give children and young adults opportunities to explore,  
collaborate, invent and create with their hands and minds. 
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/libraries-are-brain-builders 
 #LibrariesTransform 
 

 
Public Programs Office  
(PPO)  
 
Applications Now Accepted for Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation Great Stories Club Pilot  
 
The Truth, Racial Healing & Transformation Great Stories Club (TRHT GSC), supported by the 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLibraryAssociation/videos/10155965070774771/
https://www.facebook.com/JumanjiMovie/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fpsa-jumanji&h=ATOcytrXgq9x9fctIuhciiJA429Izo2gaIffwtd8BqW3fkaFzg0oHLZtVd9_ddZAEn4mHsE5CdSMKTFH_KZLH0kphCSq4SMpaiSbOgOjUd5i4yYi1UuWPckHdzIaeYuoqGWv13aaSOSKo2M
https://twitter.com/Library/status/940642436908568576
https://twitter.com/hashtag/netneutrality?src=hash
https://t.co/lb8XPqiy2F
https://twitter.com/Library/status/953717390180868101
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/librariestransform/libraries-are-brain-builders
https://twitter.com/hashtag/LibrariesTransform?src=hash
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read and discuss three titles on the theme “Growing Up Brave on the Margins.”  Applications are 
due February 16. An expansion of ALA’s long-standing GSC program model, the TRHT GSC 
will feature books that explore the coming-of-age experience for young people in historically 
marginalized groups. The TRHT GSC is a part of the Kellogg Foundation’s Truth, Racial Healing 
& Transformation efforts, a comprehensive, national and community-based process to plan for 
and bring about transformational and sustainable change, and to address the historic and 
contemporary effects of racism. Libraries participating in the pilot phase must host at least three 
book discussion programs and at least one interactive racial healing session, led by a racial 
healing practitioner familiar with the Kellogg Foundation’s TRHT framework and racial healing 
approach. Programming will take place between May and October 2018. Apply online for the 
TRHT GSC pilot program.  The Kellogg Foundation awarded ALA PPO $1.1 million for the 
initiative. In total, the 30-month project will engage 5,000 underserved young adults in 
transformative, humanities-based reading and discussion programs at 125 libraries. The project 

https://apply.ala.org/greatstories
http://healourcommunities.org/
http://healourcommunities.org/
https://apply.ala.org/greatstories
https://apply.ala.org/greatstories
https://apply.ala.org/LTC2018/
http://www.ala.org/LTC-models
https://apply.ala.org/foundingera
https://apply.ala.org/foundingera
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ALA DIVISIONS 
 

 
American Association of School Librarians  
(AASL) 
 
Keeling and Moreillon Seek 2019-2020 AASL Presidency 
 
AASL members Mary Keeling and Judi Moreillon will seek the 2019-2020 AASL presidential 
term during the 2018 ALA election. Keeling is the supervisor of 

http://bit.ly/2nakvfU
http://standards.aasl.org/
http://www.ala.org/aasl/awards
http://www.ala.org/aasl/awards/superstar
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2017/12/juan-rivera-selected-aasl-emerging-leader
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2017/12/julie-stivers-selected-aasl-emerging-leader
http://ecollab.aasl.org/
http://ecollab.aasl.org/
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Association of College and Research Libraries  
(ACRL) 
 
2018 Scholarly Communication RoadShow Hosts Announced 
 
The ACRL Research and Scholarly Environment Committee has selected five sites to host the 
workshop “Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to Engagement” at a subsidized rate 
in 2018. Recognizing that scholarly communication issues are central to the work of all 
academic librarians and all types of institutions, ACRL is underwriting the bulk of the costs of 
delivering this proven content by sending expert presenters on the road. The institutions 
selected to host the 2018 road shows are Bowdoin College (Brunswick, ME); New York 
University, Abu Dhabi (Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates); University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (Urbana, IL); University of North Carolina, Greensboro (Greensboro, NC); and West 
Virginia University (Morgantown, WV). More details are available on ACRL Insider. 
 
2018 Academic Library Impact Research Grants 
 
ACRL is pleased to announce the launch of the new Academic Library Impact Research Grants. 
The ACRL Board of Directors has allocated $20,000 in fiscal year 2018 to offer research grants 
of up to $3,000 each. These grants will enable librarians to carry out new research, particularly 
in areas suggested by ACRL’s 2017 report Academic Library Impact: Improving Practice and 
Essential Areas to Research (prepared for ACRL by OCLC Research and available for 
download or purchase). Applications for the new grants are due by April 1, 2018. ACRL expects 
to announce future rounds of research grants in 2019. Complete details of the Academic Library 
Impact Research Grants, including how to apply, are available on the ACRL website. 
 
Guidelines for Media Resources in Academic Libraries Draft Revision Feedback 
 
An ACRL task force seeks comments on a draft revision of the association’s 2012 Guidelines for 
Media Resources in Academic Libraries. Review the draft revision (PDF) on the ACRL website 
and send feedback to Guidelines for Media Resources in Academic Libraries Task Force Chair,  
Gisele Genevieve Tanasse, at gtanasse@library.berkeley.edu  by Friday, March 2, 2018. The 
task force is additionally hosting a session at the 2018 ALA Midwinter Meeting for in-person 
feedback, discussion, and commentary on the draft. The session will be held on Saturday, 
February 10, from 10:30 a.m. to noon in the Sheraton Denver Downtown Governor's Square 11 
room. 
 
Financial Management in Academic Libraries: Data-Driven Planning and Budgeting 
 
ACRL published Financial Management in Academic Libraries: Data-Driven Planning and 
Budgeting by Robert E. Dugan and Peter Hernon in January 2018. The book explores the 
connection between financial management and accountability, effectiveness, efficiency, and 
sustainability, and demonstrates how to capture them in a realistic, data-supported budget. In its 
first eight chapters, with tables, figures, data application, and exercises throughout, Financial 
Management in Academic Libraries covers the various stages and topics involved in managing 
budgets: planning; the types of budgets used in academic institutions; the overall budgeting 
process, as well as a specific process in program budgeting; managing a budget during the 
fiscal year and its aftermath; and providing reports on the budget. The ninth chapter introduces 

http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/archives/15040
http://www.ala.org/acrl/awards/researchawards/impactgrants
http://www.ala.org/acrl/awards/researchawards/impactgrants
http://www.ala.org/acrl/sites/ala.org.acrl/files/content/standards/Guidelines%20for%20Media%20Resources%20in%20Academic%20Libraries%20DRAFT%202018.pdf
mailto:gtanasse@library.berkeley.edu
https://www.eventscribe.com/2018/-Midwinter/fsPopup.asp?Mode=presInfo&PresentationID=336255
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general concepts to help address budget reduction strategies, potential fraud, and financial best 
practices

https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/financial-management-academic-libraries-data-driven-planning-and-budgeting
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/financial-management-academic-libraries-data-driven-planning-and-budgeting%E2%80%94eeditions-pdf-e
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/fun-motivation-crossing-threshold-concepts-publications-librarianship-71?z
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/fun-motivation-crossing-threshold-concepts-publications-librarianship-71%E2%80%94eeditions-pdf-e
http://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/keeping_up_with/design
https://ala.informz.net/ala/pages/ACRL_Sign_Up_Manager
http://www.ala.org/acrl/conferences/elearning/webcasts
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provided. The ALCTSfest will be held at the Omni Hotel on Saturday, January 21 from 6:00 – 
8:00pm.  
 
Preservation Week Booth at ALA Midwinter 
 
Preservation Week will be exhibiting at the Midwinter Meeting in booth #2026. Come find tools 
for sharing preservation ideas with your library and community. The Preservation Week website 
at 

http://www.ala.org/preservationweek
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062379290/the-cooking-gene
http://www.ala.org/alsc/bookapalooza-program
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collection of these materials (estimated to be worth $10,000 each) to be used in a way that 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/profawards/bookwholesalers/alscbwicurrentwinner
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/profawards/hayesaward/currentwinner
http://www.ala.org/alsc/making-your-makerspace-work
http://www.ala.org/alsc/making-your-makerspace-work
http://www.ala.org/alsc/science-technology-engineering-and-math-stem-programs-made-easy
http://www.ala.org/alsc/edcareeers/profdevelopment/alscweb/courses/caldecottmedal
http://www.ala.org/alsc/edcareeers/profdevelopment/alscweb/courses/caldecottmedal
http://www.ala.org/alsc/introducing-notable-books-global-society-collection-promoting-understanding-diversity
http://www.ala.org/alsc/introducing-notable-books-global-society-collection-promoting-understanding-diversity
http://www.ala.org/alsc/webinararchive
http://www.ala.org/alsc/online-education-proposal
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ALSC National Institute  
 
The ALSC National Institute, with its theme of “All Aboard! Embracing Advocacy and Inclusion”, 
will be held September 27 – 29, 2018 in Cincinnati, Ohio and will feature quality educational 
programming and inspirational speakers. Event registration is now open and includes a number 
of award-winning authors and illustrators who will be present at the Institute, such as Grace Lin, 
Margarita Engle, Raúl Colón, Mike Curato, Brian Selznick, and David Serlin. Special receptions, 
held at the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center and the Public Library of Cincinnati 
and Hamilton County, are highlight events. 
 
2018 Annual Conference Activities 
 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/institute
http://www.ala.org/lita/node/958
http://www.ala.org/lita/ttt
https://twitter.com/feltonian
https://twitter.com/KenChad
https://twitter.com/Leap4Libraries
https://twitter.com/ida_joiner
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¶ Bohyun Kim (@bohyunkim), Associate Professor in Scholarly Technology, University of 
Rhode Island 

¶ Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe (@lisalibrarian), Professor/Coordinator for Information Literacy 
Services and Instruction, University of Illinois 

New Issue of Information Technology and Libraries (ITAL) 

The latest issue of LITA’s open access journal includes: 

¶ Mobile Website Use and Advanced Researchers - Findings showed that mobile devices 
are not the primary mode of searching for articles and books or for reading scholarly 
sources. 

¶ Metadata Provenance and Vulnerability - Digital metadata is vulnerable to being lost and 
corrupted by everyday use of the digital files in which it is stored. 

¶ Everyone’s Invited - Including library employees, in usability research for increased 
internal buy-in for usability-related changes in a later website redesign. 

New LITA Guides 

LITA members get a 20% discount using the code RLLITA20. 
The LITA Guide to No- or Low-Cost Technology Tools for Libraries by Breanne A. Kirsch. 
Provides a practical guide on how to find and use technology tools for a variety of purposes in 
libraries and, more broadly, in education. Each topic showcases two technology tools in detail 
and discusses additional tools and provides examples of how librarians or educators are using 
them in libraries and schools. 
 
Big Data Shocks: An Introduction to Big Data for Librarians and Information Professionals by 
Andrew Weiss. 

https://twitter.com/bohyunkim
https://twitter.com/lisalibrarian
https://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/ital/index
https://doi.org/10.6017/ital.v36i4.9953
https://doi.org/10.6017/ital.v36i4.10146
https://doi.org/10.6017/ital.v36i4.9959
https://rowman.com/Action/SERIES/RL/LITA
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538103104/The-LITA-Guide-to-No-or-Low-Cost-Technology-Tools-for-Libraries
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538103227/Big-Data-Shocks-An-Introduction-to-Big-Data-for-Librarians-and-Information-Professionals
http://2018.alaannual.org/registration/ticketed-events#LITA
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781442271807/Managing-Library-Technology-A-LITA-Guide
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781442271807/Managing-Library-Technology-A-LITA-Guide
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customized Twitter bot that will send tweets out into the world!  Python is a great 
gateway programming language suited to library work, like text analysis and metadata 
cleanup. 

 
This is Jeopardy! Or, How Do People Actually Get On That Show? 
 
This past November, American Libraries published a delightful article on librarians who have 
appeared on the iconic game show Jeopardy!  It turns out one of our active LITA members also 
recently appeared on the show. Here’s Joanna Kimmitt’s story.… (Epilogue.) 

 
 
Public Library Association   
(PLA) 
 
Sally Yates Announced as Opening Session Speaker at PLA 2018 Conference 
 
Former U.S. Deputy Attorney General Sally Q. Yates will join the lineup of speakers at the PLA 
2018 Conference, taking place March 20-24 in Philadelphia. She will headline the conference's 
Opening Session, taking place on Wednesday, March 21. Sally Yates served as Deputy 
Attorney General in the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) under President Barack Obama from 
January 2015 through January 2017, and then briefly as Acting Attorney General. 
Actor/comedian Hasan Minhaj, best known as a correspondent on "The Daily Show," and 
Elizabeth Gilbert, author of the 2006 inspirational memoir "Eat Pray Love," will also speak at the 
conference. Learn more. 
 
DigitalLearn.org Year in Review 
 
Twenty-seventeen (2017) was a busy year for DigitalLearn.org, PLA’s website designed to help 
consumers increase their digital literacy skills. DigitalLearn.org offers a collection of tutorials on 
a wide range of subjects through video-based learning modules with narration at a fourth-grade 
reading level, the majority of which are available in both English and Spanish. The number of 
English language courses completed on the main DigitaLearn.org site increased by 17 percent 
from 2016, and visitor sessions were up by 19 percent. The five most popular courses in 2017 
were “Getting Started on a Computer” (4965 completions), “Introduction to Email” (1763), 
“Navigating a Website” (1758), “Using a Windows 10 PC” (1247), and “Using a Windows 7 PC” 
(1186). Continue reading. 
 
PLA & NNLM Award Stipends for Public Library Workers to Attend March Workshop 
 
Forty-five public library workers have been selected to receive a stipend to attend "Stand Up for 
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http://litablog.org/2018/01/this-is-jeopardy-or-how-do-people-actually-get-on-that-show/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2017/11/01/badass-librarians-jeopardy/
https://twitter.com/JoannaMesser/status/953358130510946304
http://www.placonference.org/
http://www.placonference.org/
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2018/01/sally-yates-announced-opening-session-speaker-pla-2018-conference
http://www.digitallearn.org/
http://www.ala.org/pla/initiatives/digitalliteracy
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2018/01/digitallearnorg-year-review
http://www.placonference.org/program/stand-up-for-health-health-and-wellness-services-for-your-community/
http://www.placonference.org/program/stand-up-for-health-health-and-wellness-services-for-your-community/
http://www.placonference.org/program/stand-up-for-health-health-and-wellness-services-for-your-community/


http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2018/01/pla-nnlm-award-stipends-public-library-workers-attend-march-workshop
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2018/01/pla-nnlm-award-stipends-public-library-workers-attend-march-workshop
http://www.placonference.org/virtual-conference/
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2018/01/pla-opens-registration-2018-virtual-conference
http://www.bookclubcentral.org/
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Sarah Jessica Parker Book Club Tote Bag Benefits United for Libraries 
 
The Sarah Jessica Parker Book Club released a limited-edition tote bag to help support libraries 
through Out of Print. The tote bag sold out in less than a week. A portion of the proceeds was 
donated to United for Libraries. 
 
United for Libraries to Hold Strategic Planning Sessions 
 
Beginning at the ALA Midwinter Meeting, United for Libraries will begin the process to develop a 
strategic plan. United for Libraries will be working with Face to Face Communications & Training 
(www.face2face training.com), based in Illinois, to develop this strategic plan. Face to Face has 
worked with the American Library Association in the past, and staff is well-versed in working 
with libraries and Boards of Trustees to facilitate strategic plans. Two strategic planning 
sessions will be held at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Denver, and all United for Libraries 
personal and group members are invited to attend.  

¶ United for Libraries Strategic Planning Session 1, Saturday, February 10, 3:30-6:30 p.m. 
Colorado Convention Center, 702/704/706 

¶ United for Libraries Strategic Planning Session 2, Sunday, February 11, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Hyatt Regency Denver, Mineral Hall D/E 

Open to all United for Libraries personal and group members. 
 
Applications Being Accepted for the 2017 Baker & Taylor Awards 
 
Two Friends groups and/or library Foundations will be recognized with Baker & Taylor Awards 
for their outstanding efforts to support their library during the year 2017. Given annually since 
2000, the Baker & Taylor Awards have recognized more than 42 groups around the country. 
Winning groups receive $1,000. Applications must be emailed, faxed, or postmarked by May 1, 
2018. The awards will be given based on a specific project that took place or culminated during 
the 2017 calendar year. Applicants must be Friends or Foundation group members of United for 
Libraries through June 2018. 
 
 

Young Adult Library Services Association  
(YALSA) 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/awardsandgrants/yalsaawardsgrants
http://booklists.yalsa.net/
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Teen Book Awards 
 
In December YALSA announced the finalists for its Morris and Nonfiction Awards, as well as the 
final selections for the Quick Picks for Reluctant YA Readers and Amazing Audiobooks for YAs 
lists. The winners of YALSA’s six book/media awards will be announced on February 12, and 
the final selections for Best Fiction for YAs and Great Graphic Novels for Teens will be posted 
online the week of February 19. Follow @yalsa on Twitter or visit www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists  
to find out more. 
  
Free Teen Services Webinar Series 
 
YALSA will host 10 free live monthly webinars beginning in March 2018. Each one will focus on 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/handouts
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/onlinecourses/what-does-leader-look
https://2018.alamidwinter.org/
http://www.ala.org/yma
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/teentechweek
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/ala-liaison
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/yasymposium
http://www.ala.org/teenread
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/awardsandgrants/mwpaper
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/yasymposium
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/annual-conference
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar/free_competencies_webinars
http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Calendar_of_Events
https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=yalsa@ala.org&ctz=America/Chicago&gsessionid=OK


https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/fundamentals-collection-development-and-management-fourth-edition
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/fundamentals-collection-development-and-management-fourth-edition
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/librarians-guide-homelessness-empathy-driven-approach-solving-problems-preventing-conflict
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/librarians-guide-homelessness-empathy-driven-approach-solving-problems-preventing-conflict
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/stories-we-share-guide-prek%E2%80%9312-books-experience-immigrant-children-and-teens-united-states
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/stories-we-share-guide-prek%E2%80%9312-books-experience-immigrant-children-and-teens-united-states
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/dysfunctional-library-challenges-and-solutions-workplace-relationships
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/dysfunctional-library-challenges-and-solutions-workplace-relationships
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/transforming-summer-programs-your-library-outreach-and-outcomes-action
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/transforming-summer-programs-your-library-outreach-and-outcomes-action
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/licensing-digital-content-practical-guide-librarians-third-edition
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/licensing-digital-content-practical-guide-librarians-third-edition
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/practical-handbook-library-architecture-creating-building-spaces-work
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/practical-handbook-library-architecture-creating-building-spaces-work
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/promoting-individual-and-community-health-library
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/introduction-public-librarianship-third-edition
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/academic-librarianship-second-edition
https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/finding-answers-legal-questions-second-edition
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=11833
http://www.alastore.ala.org/
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American Libraries 
 
Staff Changes 
  
Editor and Publisher Laurie Borman announced that she would retire on February 5, and 
Managing Editor Sanhita SinhaRoy assumed the role of Interim Editor and Publisher 
of American Libraries on January 29. 
  
January/February issue 
 
American Libraries magazine’s January/February issue featured several popular stories, 
including an article about Little Free Libraries, an interview with music legend Dolly Parton, a 
feature on pioneering African-American librarians, and a look at meditation rooms at libraries. 
Other notable stories included an update on Puerto Rico’s libraries following Hurricane Maria 
and a Midwinter Meeting preview and dining guide. 
  
American Libraries Online 
 
December 2017 web traffic was up 30% over December 2016 (64,000 vs. 49,000 sessions), 
due in part to a social media effort to highlight our “Top Stories of 2017,” which brought 
significant traffic back to older articles. Also contributing were several new features and Scoop 
posts throughout the month. The online-only feature “Ten Reasons Libraries Are Still Better 
Than the Internet” (an update of a 2001 story) has had more than 9,000 views since it was 
posted in early December and continues to do well on social media. Other top stories: 

1. The Question of Little Free Libraries 
2. Blazing Trails 
3. A Space Apart 

American Libraries social media presence now has 67,800 Twitter followers (an increase of 
10,200 from the same point in time last year) and nearly 14,000 Facebook followers (an 
increase of 700). 
  

AL Direct 

Between December 8 and January 16, the open rate for AL Direct was 29%–30%. The top three 

AL Direct links were: 

¶ 2017 holiday gift guide for librarians  (1,964) 
¶ 

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/question-little-free-libraries/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/newsmaker-dolly-parton/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/blazing-trails/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/library-meditation-rooms-space-apart/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/hurricane-maria-aftermath-caribbean-libraries/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/2018-midwinter-preview/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/mile-high-bites-denver-dining-guide/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2017/12/19/ten-reasons-libraries-still-better-than-internet/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2017/12/19/ten-reasons-libraries-still-better-than-internet/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/question-little-free-libraries/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/blazing-trails/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2018/01/02/library-meditation-rooms-space-apart/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2017/12/08/2017-holiday-gift-guide-librarians-book-lovers/
http://www.perpetualpageturner.com/2016/08/books-to-read-before-the-movie-comes-out-rest-of-2016early-2017.html
https://www.pcmag.com/feature/357770/tech-trends-that-need-to-die-in-2018
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/tag/dewey-decibel/
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Kraus, and G. Willow Wilson from Marvel, as well as segments that highlight aspects of the 
new AASL Standards. 

 

 
Booklist Publications 
 
Year-Long Subscriptions for School Libraries in Need  

In November, Booklist and the American Association of School Librarians launched a program, 
sponsored by Scholastic, to give 500 school libraries in need year-long subscriptions 
to Booklist, Book Links, and Booklist Online. To enter, school librarians were asked to submit 
short essays explaining the collection development constraints they face and why a 
Booklist subscription would help them serve their students. Winners will be announced shortly 
after ALA’s Midwinter Meeting in February 2018, and subscriptions will start in April 2018 to 
support librarians through the 2018–19 school year. To read more about this exciting promotion, 
and to enter, visit https://www.booklistonline.com/free-school-subscriptions . 

 

 
ALA-APA 

 

April 10, 2018 Is National Library Workers Day (NLWD) and Equal Pay Day 

Once every few years the dates for National Library Workers Day (NLWD) and Equal Pay Day 
coincide with one another. This is one of those years. Both will be held on April 10, 2018 and 

http://www.ala.org/aasl/
https://www.booklistonline.com/free-school-subscriptions
http://www.ala-apa.org/nlwd
https://www.alastore.ala.org/search/store?search_api_views_fulltext=nlwd&__ncforminfo=z0Hr0FsO_LFrT2hmepqWLjHYm3VGitq2o8teQN7ATIqUm8HZt9eBYzNli5Mhs_4zcIpvImO9mOpq015xKkKYH1RcGfK67qBLlEDAIdqR_S6QmP_ZDNEocA%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/NationalLibraryWorkersDay/
https://twitter.com/
http://www.pay-equity.org/
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women earn less, on average, than men, they must work longer into the next year for the same 
amount of pay men earned in the previous year. Tuesday (April 10, this year) was selected to 
represent how far into the work year women must work to earn what men earned the previous 
year. Although all women lag behind men, data shows that among full-time workers, African 
American, Latina and Native American women had lower median weekly earnings than White 
women and Asian women. Why should libraries celebrate this day?  As a female dominated 
profession (over 85%), pay equity is an issue that affects all library workers regardless of 
gender

mailto:libraryworklife@ala.org

