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This resolution was also adopted by the ALA Council, June 25, 2017 

 

An American Library Association Statement on Global Climate Change and a Call for Support for 

Libraries and Librarians 

 

 

Whereas the current Administration has removed the data and information files on global climate change 

from the Websites of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (http://www.epa.gov) and the White 

 

Whereas the causes, effects, and implications of global climate change are robustly identified, assessed, 

discussed, and upon which international and national policies and agreements have been made, including 

the UNFCCC Twenty-first Conference of Parties held in Paris, France, and adopted by consensus on 12 

December 2015, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Assessment of September 2013, and the 

United States National Academy of Science, which is joined by dozens of other national academies, and 

Network, Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/12/world/global-climate-change-conference-vote/ 
Retrieved 31 May 2017. 
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An American Library Association Statement on Global Climate Change and a Call for Support for 

Libraries and Librarians/2 

 

Whereas the information base on global climate change is large and growing, indicating a clear and 

present need for libraries and librarians to adopt sustainable practices (integrating the scientific and 

technical, social, policy, environmental, and economic approaches to ensuring organizational stability and 

resiliency across disciplines and lines of work), and for libraries and librarians to promote, support, and 

advocate for the promotion and understanding of the cross-disciplinary exchange of resources and ideas 

among stakeholders with the common thread of needs related to global climate change; now, therefore, 

be it 

 

Resolved, that the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: 

 

1. recognizes that human interactions and activities affect the dynamics of Earth’s climate system, 

and that there is a large and growing base of factual scientific data, information, and literature 

providing robust and accurate STE3M3 (scientific, technical, environmental/economic/ethical, 

medical/mathematical/management) evidence of global climate change;  

 

2. affirms a commitment to the preservation and availability of this factual scientific data, 

information, and literature, both from government and citizen sources; and  

  

3. supports librarians, library workers, and educators, as they are guided by the 

ALA Policy Manual5, in their roles for providing rigorous, robust, and accurate reference and 

referral services; access to data (both historical and current) and 
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