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2014 ALA Annual Conference

TO: ALA Council
RE: Task Force on Electronic Communications for the ALA Council (TFECC)

ACTION REQUESTED/INFORMATION/REPORT:

The Council is asked to approve the attached Guidelines for the Council
Electronic List and Council Documents

ACTION REQUESTED BY
John C. Sandstrom, chair; Lauren Comito; Bernard A. Margolis, and Mike L.
Marlin

CONTACT PERSON:
John C. Sandstrom, chair, TFECC,



3. The charge of this task force is: “To examine and revise as needed the guidelines for the Council
email lists and electronic communications; to determine when wariGouncil Documents
should be available to the memberskap-large and the publiat-large; to determine what
options are available for sharing Council Documents and what are the capabilities,
requirements, and consequences of each option; to make recomdai@ons to Council
regarding which option(s) should be adopted; to determine a schedule fexamining these
issues; to prepare an interim report for Annual 2014; and to prepare a final report and
recommendations for Midwinter 2015."

Principles

The Tak Force agreed that the following principles would guide our work and
recommendations:

1. All draft and final documents should be availablet@ryone.

2. Authoritative versions of all documents should be available in one localibese versions
should be maked clearly so Council and members know what it indpgresented.

3. There should be no distinction between access to Council and access to other members, except
for discussions requiring confidentiality.

4. Additional costs to ALA, i.e. using clehased ommunications services, must be weighed
carefully when considering communication of Council reports and documents to ALA members
and the general public.

DRAFT OF MOTION:



6. TheCouncil Secretar or his/her designate shall be responsible for the following activities
related to the Council Electronic List:
a. Updating email addresses of current participants.
b. Validating email addresses of new subscribers.
c. Respondindo questions and referring inquiries as appropriate.
d. Other duties as necessary based on growth and experience of the list.

Item 2: Resolution approving guidelines for the posting of Council Documents

Resolved that the Council of the American Library Aason approvethe following guidelines for
Council Documents

1. Council Documents will be posted to the Council area on ALA Connect as public documents.
a. The ALA Connect link will then be distributed to the Council List.
b. Since Council documents are paldiocuments, anyone who receives the link will be
able to access the documentsgardless of subscription status on ALA Connect.
2. Document Naming Conventions
a.



