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that I would even be suspected,” 
Shafer explained. “I knew I would no 
longer be able to do all I had done in 
the past, and all I had planned for the 
future, with any doubt of my honesty 
and integrity. I knew I had to resign, 
and so, I gave two weeks’ notice.”

Before she had finished removing 
her belongings from the library, the 
city clerk and a police officer met 
her there. “I was interrogated terse-
ly until I was in tears and told to take 
whatever I could quickly and that I 
would not be allowed to return to 
the library.”

Shafer was granted state unem-
ployment benefits, but the city ap-
pealed and had them rescinded three 
months later. Two months after that, 
the city clerk told her to produce her 
personal income records. The city 
also refused to allow her into the li-
brary and scolded her for costing the 
city money for an attorney.

The experience took a serious toll 
on Shafer’s health as well as her fi-
nances. She was hospitalized for a 
time and suffered post-traumatic 
stress disorder and panic attacks for 
almost a year afterward. Her doctor 
urged her to move out of Hooper to 
begin healing.
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