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Introduction 
Welcoming Week is an annual series of events during September when neighbors, newcomers, 
and long-time residents come together in a spirit of unity. Welcoming Week events are dynamic 
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State Level 
Different state libraries may provide funding and/or resources focused on specific areas. Check 
with your state library association to learn more about what grant, scholarship, and award 
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Case Studies
Welcoming Week activities are successful when diverse community organizations cooperate, 
engage community members to develop the activities, and work collectively and coordinate 
with local government agencies. The libraries that were selected as case studies represent 
different sizes, budgets, and stages of planning and experiences with Welcoming Week 
celebrations. The interviewees share their experiences, in order for other libraries to learn from 
their goals, practices and challenges.

Small and Rural Libraries

Sherwood Public Library, Sherwood, Oregon

Sherwood Public Library (SPL) provided multicultural story time programs, led by guest readers. 
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the Welcoming Week signs in town, regardless of the number of programs they may have from 
one year to the next. It is about making Welcoming Week known throughout the community.

Public Library of Mount Vernon and Knox County, Mt Vernon and Knox County, Ohio

The Public Library of Mount Vernon and Knox County (PLMVKC) has celebrated Welcoming 
Week with a variety of programs for the community. These have included a community picnic, 
book discussions for children and adults, and book giveaways. At the community picnic, 
PLMVKC invited a local chef, Chef Nav Adjodhya, who is a first-generation Guyanese and well-
known throughout the community. He spoke about his background in cooking, his experiences 
moving from New York City to Mount Vernon, and the influence of multiple cultures on his life 
and craft. 

PLMVKC hosted several book giveaway events for both children and adults. The selected 
title for children was Kwaheri Sandy Footprints, Habari Hiking Trails by a local author, Debbie 
Nabubwaya Chambers. This title detailed the author’s biracial/Nigerian-American family’s 
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Broward County Library, Florida

Located in South Florida, Broward County Library (BCL) meets the principles addressing cultural 
and linguistic diversity as noted in the IFLA/UNESCO Multicultural Library Manifesto. BCL 
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REFORMA International Relations Committee’s Webinar on “Library Services for 
Recently Arrived Latino Immigrants” recording

